AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM 
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 


Cairn, E. J., and R. Grant, 1890. Report of a collecting trip to north-eastern 
Queensland during April to September, 1889. Records of the Australian Museum 
1(1): 27-31. [31 March 1890]. 

doi:10.3853/j.0067-1975.1.1890.1219 

ISSN 0067-1975 

Published by the Australian Museum, Sydney 


nature culture discover 



Australian Museum science is freely accessible online at 
http://publications.australianmuseum.net.au 
6 College Street, Sydney NSW 2010, Australia 





27 


REPORT OF A COLLECTING TRIP TO NORTH-EASTERN 
QUEENSLAND DURING APRIL TO SEPTEMBER, 1889. 

By Messrs. E. J, Cairx & R. Grant. 

(Abridgedfrom their Report to the Curator.) 


Du. Ramsay’s instructions to us on leaving Sydney were to make 
our way if possible to the higher peaks of the Bcllendcn-Ker 
range and Mt. Hurtle-Frore on the eastern fall, and to endeavour 
to obtain specimens of all Mammals, especially Dendrolagus, and 
to collect Birds, Insects, ic. 

We left Sydney on the 12th April, and arrived at Cairns on 
the 20th inst. The rain was exceptionally late this season, for 
instead of commencing as usual in December, it had only really 
set in a fortnight or so before our arrival, so that to have gone 
into the ranges would have been useless. We therefore collected 
in the neighbourhood of Cairns for some weeks when the weather 
would permit, and made a camp about sixteen miles north of 
Cairns (Double Island) for a fortnight, hoping to get a new Lyre- 
Rird that was reported to have been shot there. Wo obtained a 
fair number of Birds and Insects, several amongst the latter we 
understand Mill prove new. The P. archer i however was the 
only Mammal shot or seen. 

On the 30th June we returned to Cairns, where we shipped all 
our gear and started for Boar Pocket on the Cairns-1 Icrberton 
Road. Wo fixed on this place for a camp, as provisions are 
obtainable near, and the rivers Russell, Mnigrave, Johnson, and 
Barron head at no great distance. It is a patch of forest country 
about a square mile in extent surrounded by a dense vine scrub. 

On making enquiries we found that the natives had been 
brought in by the police at Atherton, a township on the other 
side of the Barwon River, ten miles from our camp, and they 
were also in on the Russell River diggings. We obtained the 
assistance of two or three with their gins, and had thorn attached 
to the camp until the murders on the Russell were committed. 
They proved exceedingly useful, and without their help wo could 
not have collected so large a number and variety of animals. 
We never saw Pseuiloehirus leninroides and P. herbertensis until 
they hunted thorn out, these species being apparently strictly 
nocturnal. 

We found Pseuiloehirus leinuroides (native name “ Yappi) in 
holes high up, usually on good sized trees. They are exceedingly 
active when disturbed, running and jumping along the tree tops, 
at times taking prodigious leaps from tree to tree. In this they 
resemble a flying squirrel but do not make such an easy slope, 
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and falling down much more quickly. They appear to flatten 
themselves out, and when skinning them we found a small flap or 
fold of skin from the thigh to the ribs, and the. same behind the 
forelegs, hut not so noticeable. This fold or parachute does not 
extend along the body, but no doubt it is of assistance in their 
movements from tree to tree. The eyes of this species protrude 
in a very remarkable manner, and both sexes have a strong 
disagreeable odor, which, even in a young one that we attempted 
to rear, was very pronounced ; it appears to proceed from the 
sexual organs. 

The habitat of herbertensia (native name “ Oota ”) is similar 
to that of P, b'lniimides, but it is lmrdly so numerous. The 
white markings on this species vary very much, two specimens 
being obtained with one foreleg completely white. The two 
species were occasionally found sleeping in the stag-horn ferns, 
hut generally in holes in trees. 

V. archeri (native name “Tula”). These animals arc occa¬ 
sionally seen moving about in the daytime, or seated in a branch 
or fork. They differ from the rest of the Ps/’ui/ochirns in having 
the pupil of the eye elongated like that of a cat. 

TrieJiHSiinix joh)uttonii (native nami “ Bong-ii ”) is also found 
in the scrubs on the tableland, frequently amongst the masses of 
Staghorn ferns growing high up, hut they have the peculiarity of 
coming out at night into the forest to feed on the gum leaves, 
and we obtained our specimens by moonlight on the tall gums at 
the edge of the scrub, hut never any distance away. None of 
the other varieties were seen on these occasions. 

All the mammals collected, with the exception of the Tree 
Kangaroos, were obtained on the tableland at Hoar Pocket, with 
the aid of the natives, they simply walk up saplings with hands 
and feet, but for the larger trees they use a cane, known as 
the “lawyer’s” (a species of Cafaiiui «) about ten or twelve 
feet in length ; they tic; a knot on one end and swing it round 
the tree, got a grip with the other hand, then leaning well 
hack walk up, lifting the cane about two feet every step. 
Unfortunately they are not to he trusted, and after the Russell 
River murders we got very little help from them. 

Driiil-mlat/nx Imnfioltzi (native name “Map-pi”). The speci¬ 
mens brought down were obtained on a special trip, by Mr. Cairn 
in August, to the Dividing Range about eight miles eastward of 
1 lerberton. Through the kindness of Inspector .Stewart, Mr. 
llanson and the native police accompanied him. it rained the 
whole time they were out, or they would possibly have obtained 
something now in the way of Birds. Mr. Cairn saw the bower 
of ‘niurloniu'ita hut none of the birds. The party, however, 
was fortunate in getting fine perfect specimens of /). 1 amhoU.r:i, 
and had an opportunity of seeing the aboriginal style of hunting 
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them. Their method is on finding one in a tree, to buikl a sort 
of brush yard round it a few feet from the roots ; one of the 
natives then climbs up until he is above the animal, which he 
compels by pelting it with sticks to descend to the ground, where 
being unable to jump any height it is easily killed with waddics. 
The natives say they will bite, but we are inclined to think the 
fence is rather to prevent their getting away, or as a protection 
against their fore paws, of which the claws are very strong and 
sharp. The habits and movements of this animal appear to be 
like, those of the native bear ; so far as we saw they did not show 
any great activity amongst the branches, and they come down a 
tree backwards making no use of their very long tail. Their 
trades were generally seen on leaning trees, but oik.' animal was 
shot from a tree that was practically perpendicular. Wo had no 
means of ascertaining the altitude of the ranges where the 
specimens were obtained, but should say not loss than 4,000 feet, 
and they appear to frequent very rough country. 

There was nothing in the paunch of any of the specimens but 
leaves. 

D. lumholtzi and the various I'nendochirw; were in splendid 
condition up to August, after which the fur on the latter began 
to get ragged and worn. 

On the 25th August Mr Cairn left the camp for the Upper 
Russell River diggings, situated 28 miles S.E. of Roar Pocket, 
and being joined thereby Mr. Hanson with his native troopers 
and four “ myalls," ‘ started all heavily packed for a trip to the 
top of Mount Bartle-Frere. The country is exceedingly rough, 
and being all scrub a track had to be cut, but they made a camp 
within a few hundred feet of the top of the mountains on the 
28th, but not without difficulty as two of the natives gave in. 
They were again unfortunate in the weather, being enveloped in 
mist nearly all the time. They obtained seven of the new Bower 
Bird I’rionodum newtoniana, and saw several of their bowers. 
The sides of the bowers arc built round two saplings chosen about 
two feet apart, and are constructed of small twigs laid horizontally 
and loosely built together : the walls arc raised to a height of 
from three to seven feet, and are semi-oval in shape. In two of 
the bowers at a height of about nine inches from the ground, was 
a sort of hedge from wall to wall. The Hat inner sides of the 
walls of the bower were decorated in each instance with white 
orchid blossoms. In two cases one of the walls was raised con¬ 
siderably higher than the other. Accompanying is a rough 
sketch of one of the, bowers, which will give a fair idea of the 
construction. 

The rainfall is very heavy on Mt-s. Bartle-Frere and Rellendcn- 
Ker. 

* Wild aborigines. 
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Dendrolagus is said by the natives to be on the ranges, and no 
doubt occurs there, but none were obtained by us. 

The ground birds started nesting in August, and we obtained 
nests and eggs of llcteromyia-s ciuereifruns and Orthonyx sjuddvagi. 
The former lays two eggs and builds a nest on the “lawyer” 
vines about four feet from the ground. Orthonyx spaldingi lays 
but one egg for a sitting, and usually builds at the root of a tree 
or vine, but we found some nests as high from the ground as 
twelve feet on staghorn ferns. 

The majority of birds on the tableland and ranges do not nest 
until towards the end of the year. 

We obtained a mummy and some native implements, tfcc., from 
camps at the heads of the Johnson and Mulgrave Rivers. The 
dilly bags and water buckets are made by the old men. 


List of Specimens Collected. 

Mammals [Skins] 98 Specimens :— 

I'seiulochirus lemuroides Trichosnrus johnstoui 

“ Yappi ” “Longa.” 

„ herbertensis Hahnaturus stigmaticus 

“ Oota ” „ nalabaluis 

„ arckeri “ Tula ” var. apiculis 

PetauruH cinereus Dendroid,qus Inmhollzi 


BiiiDs, 233 Specimens, G-t Species :• 


Aatur cinereus 
Podargus papv.ensis 
,, phalwnoides 
Caprimulgus macronrus 
Dacelo giyas 
,, Icachi 

IIalcyou m acleayi 
Alcyone pidchra 
,, pusillu. 

Pardalotus melanocephahis 
„ punctaius 

Slrcpera g raculhict 
Cracticus quoyi 
„ vnfesceus 

<Irauctilus lineains 
Lalage Icucomehena 

,, tricolor 

Pachycephala guttural is 
„ rujiventris 


Collyriocincla boiveri 
Chihin hructxaia 
Ophi ■ yzoi>e hrv>ipi 

Macha'rirrhyiichurjtncicenUr 
Piczorltynchus youldi 
,, nitidus 

Gerygove culicivoro 
Poidlodryas, sp. 

11 eterornyias cinereifrous 
Eopsallria chrysorrhous 
„ nana 
Psophod.es crepitans 
Alalnrus crnc-ntiUns 
Sericornis guHurtdis 
„ citreogidaris 

Acanthiza sp. (?) 

Pitta strejntans 
Geocichla Iv.mdata, var. 

IScaloo'put) dentirostris 
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Birds, Continued :— 

A ilurimlus macidosus 
1‘tUorhis victoria; 

Prionodura ueivtoniana 
Minicta ojjiuis 
Sphevothcres maecillaris 
Ptilotis chrysops 
„ nottala 

„ nmcleuyana 
Ptilotis frenata 
Aeauthorhynch>is tennirosins 
Myxomata ohscura 
Climncteris leucojiho.a, var. 
Orlhony-c spaldinyi 


Sittella striata 
C h i •ysoci >ccyx mi nut ilia 
Ceutropns phasiamis 
Apvosm ictus scapnlatvv 
Platycercus var. niyrnscens 
Cyclopsitta macleaya.ua 
]'tilino/ms srvainsoni 
Chalcophaps ehrysuchlora 
Macropyyia /ihasiauclla 
Geupelia placida 
Syuoicus australis 
Casuarius australis (juv.) 
Nyeticorax caledonicus 


Ixskcta :— 

ICO Specimens of Lepidoptera, including Mynes yeojjroyi, Atelht 
jiropinqua, llyjiockrysops epioletus , Ayavisla, llyptsa , 
Ojihuleres, &c. 

35 Specimens Coleoptora, <fcc. 

Ethnology.— 

1 Mummy Child 5 Billy Bugs 

6 Water Buckets Net 

3 Bundles Needles Ochre, &e. 

1 Shield 


Spirit Specimens. 


Mammals, 3D, including the folio 
/'< rameles , sp. 

Ptra,nudes , up., from pouch 
Dnctylopsila trii-iryala 
Dactylopsila, from pouch 
1 ’seudoc/t, rns herbertens is, juv. 

Reptiles, 20 Specimens:— 

0ynmodactylns platurus 

Northern form 
Ge-hyra varicyata 
Gouyodactylus boydi 

Batraciiia, 7 Specimens : — 

J lyxophies j'asciolatus and 


iug:— 

Pseudochirus archeri, juv. 
Anlechiuus, sp. 

Mas, s/i. 

,, c.nndimacidota 
Pseudochirus, <fcc., Skeletons 


Physiynathus lesueuri 
Vara mis acantkurus 
Lyyosonia quoyi 

,, rhomboidale 


Jlyla, sp. 



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. 

-o- 

PAGE LINE 

8. 1. Omit “Be-,” 

8. 1. For “ an ” read “ a new.” 

8. Omit foot-note * 

9. 30. For “ 44 ” read “ 48.” 

10. 1. Omit “Be-.” 

10. 1. For “ an ” read “ a new.” 

10. Omit foot-note. 

18. Foot-note + for “ 1877 ” read “ 1887.” 

20. 32. For “ milee ” read “ miles.” 

23. 33. For “ viverinus ” read “ viverrinus.” 

24. 36. For “ Lymnodynastes ” read “ Limnodynastes.” 

27. 30. For “ Barwon ” read “ Barron.” 

30. 20. For “ nalabatus ” read “ ualabatus.” 

30. 42. For “ Scenoeepus ” read “ Scenopoeus.” 

31. 10. Omit “Ptilotis” and substitute „ 

31. 17. For “ epioletus ” read “ epicletus.” 

31. 17. For “ Agavista ” read “ Agarista.” 

31. 36. For “ Gonyodactylus ” read “ Gonyocephalus.” 

31. 38. For “ Myxophies ” read “ Mixophyes.” 

36. Omit foot-note. 

37. Omit foot-note. 

38. Omit foot-note. 

41. 6. For “ Lucodore ” read “ Leueodore.” 

49. 23. Add “ 4 ” after “ Ser.” 

51. 24. For “ moveable ” read “ movable.” 

52. 6. Add “ 4 ” after “ Ser.” 

61. 30. For “macroscopic” read “ microscopic.” 

65. 30. For “ mising ” read “ mosing.” 

69. 5. For “ cresentic ” read “ crescentic/’ 

78. 2. For “ (155) ” read “ (15-5),” 

81. 23. For “ of the total ” read “ in the total.” 

81. 23. For “ four-sevenths of ” read “ four-sevenths in.” 

81. Omit “ and is ” in foot-note. 

86. 8. For “artica ” read “ arctica.” 

86. 19. Add “ Herd.” after “viridis.” 

87. 6. Omit befoi’e “ovum.” 

91. 40. For “subtymppanal” read “ subtympanal.” 

98. * 41. For “ mmch ” read “ much.” 

99. 18. For “ this ” read “ thus.” 

99. 30. For “ percepttble ” read “ perceptible.” 

123. 2. For “ Madroporaceae ” read “ Madreporacese.” 

123. 8. For “ csenenehyma ” read “ ccenenchyma.” 

PI. xi. The figures are reversed. 

„ xxi. (Explanation) For “ Microcystina” read "Microcystis.” 

Note “ Doticus pestilens : A correction.— From a communication kindly 
forwarded by Mr. F. P. Pascoe, it appears that the genus for which I 
adopted the MS. name Metodoticus (see p. 75), has been described under 
the name Doticus (Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. ix. p. 27, 1882). The Victorian 
Apple-pest, should, therefore, be known as Doticus pestilens, instead of 
Meto.dotieus pestilens, as at first suggested. A figure of the insect, and 
some account of its life-history, are contained in Mr. French’s recently 
published ‘ Handbook of the Destructive Insects of Victoria.’—A. S. O.” 



